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The Historic Water Route

The above map represents the oldest
and most historic bhighway in Michigan.
Over this road, which was only a trail,
the Indians of Michigan and Ohio travelled
hunt and fight. It was the first

to trade, s
roadway that connected trading posts of
Ohio and Michigan. It is shown on the
Survey of the original Northwest Terri-
tory, out of which Michigan and Ohio
were formed, It was laid out in the year
of 1810, as a military road, by the
United States government, to connect Fort
Maumee, now Toledo, with a military post
located at Detroit.

Over this historic trail, the settlers
passed from Ohio into Michigan, Over
this same trail came troops to protect De-
troit from the British. Along this road,
at the Raisin River, and at Brownstown,
the DBritish and Indians met the Americans
in bloody engagements known as the Mas-
sacre of Frenchtown and the battle of
Brownstown, And along this road, sturdy
pioneers built their homes and gathered to-
gether in hamlets and villages.

Today this road is the great highway
leading from Detroit to Toledo. Along
this route is located some of the great
industrial plants. It passes through popu-
lous, thriving cities and villages, Yt is
the shortest route between Detroit and
Toledo,

It is a great and thriving highway, and
it is the purpose of this Organization to
make it still greater by endeavoring to have
it widened and Improved, where needed,
and to work for the best Interests of all
the communities and people living adjacent
to the highway.




